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Karsh Institute Affiliates

• Frank Batten School of Leadership                   
and Public Policy 

• The Democracy Initiative 

• The Weldon Cooper Center

• The Center for Politics

• The Miller Center for Public Affairs

• The Karsh Center for Law & Democracy     

• Faculty, Staff & Students 



Karsh Institute Mission 

Generate new ideas and share 

them with policymakers & 

citizens to strengthen democratic 

institutions, practices & culture
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Karsh Institute Board of Advisors

• Chair Larry J. Sabato (Col ’74), founder and director, UVA 
Center for Politics; University Professor of Politics

• Vice Chair Risa Goluboff, dean, UVA School of Law; 
Arnold H. Leon Professor of Law

• Non-partisan Advisory Board with diverse perspectives
• UVA faculty, administrators & students
• External national leaders, including UVA alumni



Karsh Institute Board 
(External Members)

Deborah Archer, ACLU, New York 
University School of Law

Lonnie G. Bunch III, Smithsonian 
Institution

Laura Farish Chadwick, (Col 
’89), William Stamps Farish Fund

The Honorable Mariano-
Florentino Cuéllar, Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace

Lawrence D. Howell (Col ’75, 
Law ’79), EFG

Alberto Ibargüen, John S. and 
James L. Knight Foundation

Martha L. Karsh (Col ’78, Law 
’81), Karsh Family Foundation

The Honorable Anthony 
Kennedy, (retired), U.S. Supreme 
Court

Peter Kiernan, (Darden ’79), 
Kiernan Ventures

Yuval Levin, American 
Enterprise Institute; National Affairs

Sandra Wicks Lewis (Col ’72), 
community volunteer, 
philanthropist

James B. Murray Jr. (Col ’68), 
Court Square Ventures; Presidential 
Precinct; UVA Board of Visitors

John L. Nau III (Col ’68), Silver 
Eagle Distributors, L.P.; The Nau 
Foundation

Alexis K. Ohanian (McIntire 
’05), co-founder, Reddit

Margaret Spellings, Texas 
2036; U.S. Secretary of Education, 
Bush Administration 2005-2009



Karsh Institute Board
(UVA Members)

William J. Antholis (Col ’86), 
Miller Center of Public Affairs

Melody C. Barnes, Karsh 
Institute of Democracy; Democracy 
Initiative; Miller Center of Public 
Affairs; Karsh Center for Law and 
Democracy

Megan Barnett (Col ’93), 
Office of the EVP-Provost

Ian Baucom, College and Graduate 
School of Arts & Sciences

John C. Jeffries Jr. (Law ’73), 
Counselor to the President

Sarita Mehta (Col ’22), student 
representative

John M. Owen IV, faculty 
representative

Larry D. Terry II, Weldon Cooper 
Center for Public Service

Craig Volden, Frank Batten School 
of Leadership



Communications
Channels

Collaboration for New Ideas

Unique Programming

Karsh Institute Innovation Ecosystem

UVA
Karsh

Institute of
Democracy

Outside Partnerships

Public

Policy Makers

Practitioners



Student Engagement: Goals & Structure

• Build on UVA’s history & mission to prepare 

students to become civic leaders

• Include student representation on the 

Advisory Board to help determine the 

Institute’s direction

• Students serve as key programming partners



Student Engagement: Execution 
• Support student-led democracy programs

• Home for interdisciplinary democracy-
related classes

• Encourage practitioners-in-residence to 
engage & mentor students

• Help create, coordinate & amplify cross-
Grounds, student-focused efforts to find 
common ground & address polarization

• Measure and track student engagement



A Home for the Karsh Institute of Democracy 



…in the Emmet-Ivy Corridor 



“The success of our American 
democracy depends upon the 
actions we take to build a strong 
and thriving culture of participation 
and active citizenship.”

President James Ryan 
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