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THE LIBRARY AND THE 
STUDENT EXPERIENCE AT 
UVA



OVERVIEW
What students value 
about the Library:
• Spaces
• Collections
• Services

Data on students and the Library

Alderman Renovation
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SPACES

Alderman and Clemons Libraries
Harrison Institute/Small Special Collections Library
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Charles L. Brown Science & Engineering Library with “Ghost Nets”
exhibition
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Fiske Kimball Fine Arts Library
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Music Library in Old Cabell Hall



7Ivy Stacks Off-Grounds Storage and Retrieval
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Library User Survey
2017

Undergraduates:
“What do you 
value most about 
the Library?”
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Group Study in the Brown Science & Engineering Library



10Individual Study Carrel



11The McGregor Room
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Barrett Reading Room in the Small Special Collections Library



13Memorial Hall in Alderman Library



14Clemons Library Community Pot Luck
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Drama department in the South Gallery of Harrison/Small



16Installation in the Music Library



17Digitization in the Small Special Collections Library
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Books returned to the Alderman Library circulation desk
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The “Academical Village People”



20Request from “The Minister of Magic”
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COLLECTIONS

Current journals room
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Materials Collection in the Fine Arts Library



23Virgo—the Library’s online catalog



24Virgo terminals and circulation desk in Clemons Library
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SPACES

Robertson Media Center

SERVICES
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Scholars’ Lab
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Maggie Nunley
• Teaching and Learning in 

Engineering & Society Dept.
• Between 60 and 75 

classes per semester
• Teaches 80-90% of first years
• 15-20% of fourth years are 

regulars at her office hours
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Will Rourk and Arin Bennett
• Information visualization

specialists
• Creating 3D visualizations on

Grounds and beyond
• Representing Historic 

Buildings course
• History of Computer Graphics
• Internship in Cultural Heritage

Informatics
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STUDENT
FEEDBACK
• Overall satisfaction with

Library consistent
• Higher now than at any

time we have data for
• Princeton Review:

#18 library in country 
based on student 
survey
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• Anthropology field 
research class feedback

• The “aura” of Alderman
• Communication with

students on spaces and
collections

• Balancing needs in the
renovation

ALDERMAN 
RENOVATION


